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European Standard EN 71-8:2018 Coming into Effect in July 2018

EN 71-8:2018, an updated version of the European Standard on Safety of Toys Part 8: Activity Toys for Domestic
Use, was approved by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN) on 15 October, 2017. Superseding the
previous version EN71-8:2011, EN 71-8:2018 shall become a national standard of the CEN member states by
endorsement no later than July 2018.

EN 71-8:2018 specifies requirements and test methods for activity toys for domestic use often attached to or
incorporating a crossbeam, and similar toys intended for children under 14 years to play on or in and often intended
to bear the mass of one or more children.

Compared to the 2011 version, major modifications in EN 71-8:2018 are as below:

- List of exclusions from the scope and definitions of specific terms revised. (Clauses 1 & 3)

- New requirement on water accumulation added to address “Drowning Hazards”, with those intended for water
play being excluded from this requirement. (Clause 4.1.7)

- Requirements for head, neck and finger entrapment updated. (Clauses 4.3.1 & 4.3.4)

- New requirements for slides added: slides shall at least consist of a starting section, a sliding section and a run-
out section; and junction between sliding section and run-out section shall be a continuous curve; a list of
exclusions from this requirement added in Clause 4.5.1. (Clauses 4.5.1 & 4.5.4)

- Requirements on impact from swing elements, geometry and design of swing elements modified. (Clauses
4.6.8.2 &4.6.8.3)

- New requirement on fall protection of swings with double seats added, with the height of fall protection setting at
2 (150 + 5) mm on 3 sides of seats. (Clause 4.6.8.4)

- Warning, marking and instructions requirements for paddling pools revised. (Clause 5.1.2)

- Test condition as regards the number of users on slides for stability and strength tests, and test method as
regards stability tests for slides and see saws updated. (Clauses 6.1 & 6.2)

- New testing requirement under static strength added to ensure that the toy element / toy is not materially affected
by the test equipment during the strength tests and that undamaged toy element/ toy shall be used for testing.
(Clause 6.3.1)

- Test method as regards strength test for swings with a crossbeam height of 1,200 mm or less above the ground
updated. (Clause 6.3.3.2)

- Test methods for head and neck entrapment and for toggle test revised. (Clauses 6.5 & 6.6)

- New test methods for measuring the height of fall protection of swings with double seats and for the examination
of gaps between the swing seat and the fall protection added. (Clause 6.11)

- Rationales in Annex A updated and additional literature and standards added in Bibliography.

STC (The Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre) is a not-for-profit, independent testing, inspection and
certification organization. With a global network of ISO/IEC 17025 accredited testing laboratories and over 50 years
of experience in consumer products testing, we can meet your conformity assessment needs with highly efficient and
reliable service.

For more information, please contact our Toys and Children’s Products Department.

Hong Kong: hktcd@stc.group Dongguan: dgtcd@stc.qroup Shanghai: shtcd@stc.group
Japan: jpo@stc.qroup U.S.A.: usstc@stc.qroup Germany: info@pkm.eu.com

The information contained in this newsletter is obtained from sources believed to be accurate to the best knowledge of STC and its subsidiaries. It is distributed without
warranty, representation, inducement or license of any kind and STC and its subsidiaries do not assume any legal responsibility for use or reliance upon the information.

Headquarters: The Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre Ltd.
10 Dai Wang Street, Tai Po Industrial Estate, Tai Po, N.T., Hong Kong www.stc.group



