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REACH Amended Regarding Lead and its Compounds in PVC

Dated 03 May 2023, an EU "Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/923" was published to amend Annex XVII to REACH
(EC1907/2006) as regards lead and its compounds in polymers or copolymers of vinyl chloride (PVC).

As explained in the Regulation, while it is useful in PVC compounding, lead is a toxic substance. It was therefore decided to set a
concentration limit for lead in PVC, with effect from 29 November 2024, that if the concentration of lead is = 0.1% by weight of the
PVC material, the placing on the market or use of lead in articles produced from PVC is not allowed.

Exemption / Grace Period:

Until Exemption

28 May 2025 For PVC articles containing recovered flexible PVC

28 May 2033 For the following PVC articles containing recovered rigid PVC, if the concentration of lead is lower than 1.5% by weight of the

recovered rigid PVC:

(a) profiles and sheets for exterior applications in buildings and civil engineering works, excluding decks and terraces;

(b) profiles and sheets for decks and terraces, provided that the recovered PVC is used in a middle layer and is entirely covered
with a layer of PVC or other material for which the concentration of lead is lower than 0.1% by weight;

(c) profiles and sheets for use in concealed spaces or voids in buildings and civil engineering works (where they are inaccessible
during normal use, excluding maintenance, for example, cable ducts);

(d) profiles and sheets for interior building applications, provided that the entire surface of the profile or sheet facing the occupied
areas of a building after installation is produced using PVC or other material for which the concentration of lead is lower than
0.1% by weight;

(e) multi-layer pipes (excluding pipes for drinking water), provided that the recovered PVC is used in a middle layer and is entirely
covered with a layer of PVC or other material for which the concentration of lead is lower than 0.1% by weight;

(f) fittings, excluding fittings for pipes for drinking water.

28 May 2033 PVC-silica separators in lead acid batteries

Articles covered by paragraph 1, in accordance with paragraphs 2 to 5, and by paragraph 7 in accordance with paragraphs 8 and 10

Articles within the scope of:

(i) Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004; (ii) Directive 2011/65/EU; (iii) Directive 94/62/EC; (iv) Directive 2009/48/EC.

Reference:
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3A0J.L .2023.123.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=0J%3AL%3A2023%3A123
%3ATOC

Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre (STC) is a not-for-profit, independent testing, inspection and certification
organization. With a global network of ISO/IEC 17025 accredited testing laboratories and 60 years of experience in
consumer product testing, our service can meet your conformity assessment needs with high efficiency and reliability.

FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CONTACT US:

Hong Kong: hktcd@stc.group Guangdong: gdtcd@stc.group Shanghai: shtcd@stc.group
Changzhou: czstc@stc.group Vietnam: vnstc@stc.group Japan: jpo@stc.group
U.S.A.: usenquiry@stc.qroup Germany:  grstc@stc.qroup
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