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Published in August 2023 by ISO/TC 181, the new standard ISO 8124-12:2023 “Safety of toys — Part 12: Microbiological safety” 
specifies acceptable criteria for: 

 microbiological cleanliness and 

 adequacy of preservation of the specified toy materials. 

It is intended that conformity with the requirements of this document will minimize potential hazards associated with toys due to lack 
of microbiological cleanliness or inadequate preservation, either of which can result in illness or injury resulting from use of the toy in 
its intended play modes (normal use) as well as unintended play modes (reasonably foreseeable abuse). 

Scope 

The requirements in this document apply to all toys that contain, or are supplied with: 

 aqueous materials with a water activity of ≥ 0.5 (e.g., paste, putty, liquid or gel); 

 a cosmetic (including those intended for use on a toy as well as on the child); 

 powders and similar substances intended to be mixed with water. 

The following are excluded: 

 materials that are inaccessible during normal use or reasonably foreseeable abuse; 

 powder or powder-like materials intended to show biological phenomena, e.g., shrimp eggs, seeds, soil; 

 food. 

Requirements 
The following requirements are specified in the standard: 

 risk assessment 

 microbiological cleanliness 

 preservation effectiveness 

Reference:
https://www.iso.org/standard/75065.html 

Hong Kong Standards and Testing Centre (STC) is a not-for-profit, independent testing, inspection and certification 
organization. With a global network of ISO/IEC 17025 accredited testing laboratories and over 60 years of experience in 
consumer product testing, our service can meet your conformity assessment needs with high efficiency and reliability.  
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